2:^2            MAN'S PLAIT, IN TUK rNlVKHSH
These investigations of ProfYnHor G. Darwin have been wade use of by thr Kev. Osmond Finhrr (in hK vt-ry interesting1 and important work, Physics of the fourth's Crust) to account for the basin* of the great ocean** tin- Pacific bring tin- chasm left when the larger portion of thr mass of thr moon parted from the earth.
Adopting, HH I do, the theory of thr origin of the earth by uu'tt'oric nccrt'tion of solid mutter, we iiuiHt eotjsjder our planet us having hvt*n prtulnertt from one of thoss* vn^t rings of wet writ i-« which in grrnt numbrrs still eirrvtlnte round the *un« but which nt the nnu'h t-nrlifr prriotl now eonli'mplnti'd w««re luith more numerous J»H! mueh morr i-xtftiiivi'. Ovvin^ to irrt'gu-Itiritk'H t>f tlMritmtion in «uel» » ring ntul tlmnsgh dinturlnmei' by other bodies* rt^^rr^ntions of vnritais nt/fM would ruevitnbly omir, lUul the Inr^est t*f the?*e wouhi in Hun* drnw in to itsetf all the rest, and thun form n planet. During the early ntages of thin prcHVHH thr particle** would be HO %in»Ul» and would come together «o gratlunlly, that little ht-at would lie produced, and then4 would n-wtilt merely » UHJW ttggrrgtttlon of cold jnattcr. But as the prw*ej»« went on iuul the IIJIWM of the incipient planet hwamt' comticleriibh*--perhap« half tlmt of tht* eitrth—-the rwit of the ring wcntld full in with greater and greater velocity; and tht«, lidded tti the gravitntive cwmpretisitnt of the growing mmn mlgltt, when ntmrly tt« present »i*/e» have prwlucwl «ufBcic?itt, heat to liquefy the* outer lityew* while the central portion r«n«ined iolid and to »ome extent incoherimtt with probably Urge quftn-tltfw of hta?j gut** in thi* inter»tte«. When the amount of tht inetGoric iiccrettom becnmv w rwlucwl an ta b* inmifflcient to kwpnl t*»I«i|*n|fii» !<»tiimi«, nl! without
